
Assessment

Assessment to occur within 4 hours of admission to critical care1.
Grade2

Recommended Action

Adequate blink reflex and clear corneas 0 Reassess at least every 12 hourly. 

Reduced or absent blink reflex and or some conjunctival (white of the eye) exposure 1 Instil prescribed ocular lubricant every 4 hours2 and reassess 4 hourly

Conjunctival and some corneal exposure 2 Instil prescribed ocular ointment every 4 hours and tape eye lids closed (across the lash line) 

with tape2 (or use eye pad) Reassess 4 hourly

Additional Considerations

Crusting/debris Clean with sterile water every 4 hours and reassess 4 hourly3

Corneal clouding/visibly dry eyes Inform medical staff/ophthalmology team2.  Instil prescribed ocular ointment every 4 hours. 

Reassess 4 hourly

Redness, discharge, inflammation Inform medical staff/ophthalmology team2. Use individual prescribed treatments.

Prone Position Instil prescribed ocular lubricant every 4 hours and tape eye lids closed (across the lash line) with 

tape2. Reassess 4 hourly
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